
 
 
 

 
 
Secret intelligence has long been regarded as the ‘missing dimension’ of international relations. 
However, thanks to the Secret Files from World Wars to Cold War project, Britain’s spies, security 
agents, codebreakers and deceptioneers are no longer missing in action.  
                                                 Denis Smyth, Department of History, University of Toronto, Canada 
  
  
Secret Files from World Wars to Cold War is a new digital resource which provides 144,000 pages of 
primary content sourced from The National Archives U.K. Content which is only available elsewhere 
by visiting the National Archives in London. 
  
Key aspects of the resource are: 
  

 Spans four major Twentieth-Century conflicts – Spanish Civil War, Second World War, 
Korean War and the early years of the Cold War viewed from the largely missing until now, 
high-level British government and secret intelligence perspective. 

 Provides digital access with multiple search and filter options to British government secret 
intelligence and foreign policy files dating from 1873 to 1953. 

 Enables an almost day-by-day, in-depth study of the Second World War including Allied 
military operations, Axis movements, operations, and Allied defence strategies. 

 Contains 9 file series including the substantial series HW 1 of intercepted, deciphered and 
translated original intelligence reports from German, Japanese, Italian, and other nations' 
signals and FO 1093 a major collection of files on intelligence, military operations, foreign 
policy, and defence concerns, in which information was gathered by covert means. Full 
details of all series included can be found here. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/0JzOBbfnnYwZCe?domain=secretintelligencefiles.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/wXWmB3Upp6dluo?domain=secretintelligencefiles.com


 Allows for exploration and research across 10 themes: 

o   British Domestic Security 
o   Foreign Policy and International Relations 
o   Intelligence Funding and Finances 
o   Intelligence Gathering and Surveillance 
o   Intelligence Operations 
o   Intelligence Organisation and Administration 
o   Military Intelligence and Operations 
o   Propaganda, Censorship and Psychological Warfare 
o   Signals Intelligence and Code Breaking 
o   Weapons Technology and Nuclear Warfare 

  
 Includes a description of the content, themes, and topics discussed by each file series 

provided by Dr. Stephen Twigge, Head of Modern Collections at The National Archives, U.K 
and 5 essays that contextualize the primary source material and highlight key themes 
written by the projects editorial board. 
  

To research, for oneself and at one’s very own desk, some of the most compelling archival evidence 
of Britain’s wartime intelligence-led policies will extend exponentially the opportunities for exploring 
intelligence history at both postgraduate and undergraduate levels…Secret Files from World Wars to 
Cold War makes it possible for students to see, precisely, how intelligence shaped Second World War 
and Cold War policy and even make new discoveries that could reframe our understanding of this 
most critical period in Twentieth-Century history. 
                                           Professor Anthony Glees, The Centre for Security and Intelligence Studies,    
                                                                                                                                    University of Buckingham 
  
The academic study of intelligence and its role in Britain’s national and international policymaking, is 
a relatively new field. Secret Files from World Wars to Cold War enables institutions the exhilarating 
opportunity to dive into this rich field of new research and lead the way. 
  
Free 30-day institution trials are available on request to enable librarians, researchers, staff and 
students the opportunity to evaluate the resource prior to purchase. 
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/0JzOBbfnnYwZCe?domain=secretintelligencefiles.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/arG6BRuDD8kKSR?domain=secretintelligencefiles.com

